
want a place where you can enjoy wildlife,  
relax, entertain and have room for the kids 
to play in the comfort of your own yard? 
check out this garden for tips and ideas  
that will turn your dream into reality.
DESIGN: Stacie Crooks, www.crooksgardendesign.com

stay home 

and 

the outdoors
enjoy
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Arborvitae

A bubbler water  
feature tucked into 
the border masks 

sounds from  
the street.

Blue 
fescue

Black 
mondo 
grass

Scotch 
moss

KEEP  
MAINTENANCE LOW 

Your getaway isn’t complete without a 
beautiful garden surrounding it. But it’s 
hard to relax and enjoy the view when 
you sit down and notice a lot of chores 
that need to be done. Here are a few 
of Stacie’s go-to plants that look good 
without a lot of pruning, deadheading 
or cutting back:

• Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis 
• Black mondo grass Ophiopogon  
 planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’
• Blue fescue Festuca glauca
• Ferns
• Geranium Geranium ‘Rozanne’
• Hellebore Helleborus spp. and hybrids
• Ornamental grasses
• Scotch moss Sagina subulata ‘Aurea’
• Yucca Yucca spp. and hybrids

Princess 
tree

Princess 
tree

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

RELAX AT HOME
Are you looking for a place where 
you can relax and rejuvenate, but also 
enjoy time with family and friends? 
Recharging and regaining balance is 
important. See how garden designer 
Stacie Crooks has created an oasis 
in the yard around her ranch-style 
Washington home. 

SCREEN VIEWS Adding privacy is 
a good place to start creating your 
getaway. In the photos above and left 
you can see how well the 6-ft.-tall 
fence and strategically placed trees and 
shrubs work in Stacie’s yard. Together 
they screen the view from the street, 
muffle noise and give the entry and 
patio an enclosed and relaxed feel. The 
fence has clean lines that keep with the 
midcentury style of the home. If your 
house has a distinctive style, choose 
elements, such as a fence, gate, arbor 

 WELCOME! 
This inviting 
seating area 
gets a lot of 
use. Visitors 
are always 
enticed to 
take a seat.

 
PRIVACY WHERE IT’S NEEDED The fence provides street-side privacy,  
but the neighboring house sits higher with a view of the front yard. A row  
of arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) provides a screen in just the right spot 
without overwhelming the space with a long row of tall trees.

 
ROOT SOLUTION Smaller perennials 
were the solution to this tight planting 
situation among substantial roots. The 
contrast in shapes and colors makes 
the view from the patio and Stacie’s 
office beautiful all year. See some of 
Stacie’s favorite patio plants in “Keep 
maintenance low” below.

and furniture, with the same style. That 
way they’ll enhance and complement 
the look of your home instead of 
clashing with it. 
 Spaces between the fence panels 
allow air to circulate more easily, 
which helps prevent fungal disease on 
the plants and lets breezes slip into the 
seating area, keeping it comfortable. 
Besides that, you can still catch a 
glimpse of who’s passing by and say 
“Hi!” to the neighbors.

EMBRACE YOUR SPACE Creating 
a sense of enclosure makes any spot 
seem cozier. Even though this seating 
area is right by the front door, it still 
feels like a distinct space because there 
are plant-filled containers that bring the 
garden out onto the patio and signify a 
transition from one area to another. 
 A huge princess tree’s (Paulownia 
tomentosa) enormous canopy supplies 
a ceiling of green to shade this favorite 
spot from the summer sun. It isn’t 

a tree Stacie would ever plant—it’s 
much too aggressive—but it was there 
when she moved in and would be 
costly to remove, so she’s keeping it. 
Don’t have a large tree? A pergola or  
a canvas shade sail can do the job, too.
 The extensive root system made 
planting below this big tree a challenge, 
but Stacie came up with a beautiful 
solution in the photo above.  
 Ready to see more of the garden? 
Turn the page. 
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Dogwood

Heath

 “Our whole house faces the backyard  
 so i tried to create a parklike setting  
—  calm but pretty.”            — Stacie Crooks

Japanese 
maple

Cardoon

Golden  
Japanese 

cedar

Heather

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

Rhododendron

BEAUTIFUL BORDERS
Stacie wanted a backyard with a big 
lawn for relaxing, having fun with 
family and entertaining friends. This 
95×20-ft. space above is perfect for the 
family’s games of bocce ball or croquet, 
and there’s plenty of room to set up 
tables when she’s hosting a large group. 
The back patio in the photo above right 
isn’t surrounded with borders, providing 
easy access to any activity. 

 
MIX FOLIAGE LIKE A PRO To get an interesting combination without 
a lot of flowers, look for contrasting leaf types, such as this silvery cardoon 
(Cynara cardunculus), golden Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica) and 
broad rhododendron (Rhododendron hybrid).

 A colorful border around the yard’s 
perimeter softens the fence and aug-
ments privacy using trees and shrubs 
in a variety of heights. However, you 
may not want to block all the nearby 
views. The neighbor next door has 
a gorgeous dogwood (Cornus spp.) 
just behind the Japanese maple that 
is spectacular in spring. Stacie didn’t 
want to hide that show with her own 

PLAN GREAT GROUPS These front-of-the-border heaths (Erica spp. and 
hybrids) and heathers (Calluna vulgaris) all have a similar habit and foliage 
color and the same care needs.

plants, so keeps the Japanese maple 
(Acer palmatum) pruned to make 
sure it doesn’t block too much. Take a 
look around your own yard and see if 
there’s a vista you’d like to enhance.
 
BOLD BORDER PLAN To get  
this tidy look for your border, Stacie 
suggests stacking plants: Make your 
borders more than one plant deep. 

When you’re planning, be sure to 
account for each plant’s mature size 
and allow for that size in the border. 
Otherwise, as the plants grow, they’ll 
meld together and you won’t be able 
to appreciate their forms. 
 Repeating similar mounded shapes, 
such as those above left, creates a quiet 
soothing scene and makes the yard 
seem deeper and longer.  

KEEP IT EASY Nobody wants to be 
a slave to the garden—then there’s 
no time to enjoy it! To keep the yard 
low-maintenance, plant sweeps of the 
same plant. When it’s time for spring 
cleanup or deadheading, you can make 
efficient use of your time, concentrating 
your effort in one spot. Groups also just 
look better and have a calming effect. 
Planting just one or two of something 

dotted throughout the garden (unless 
it’s a large tree or shrub) can look busy 
and chaotic.  
 Turn the page for more tips on 
creating a retreat as beautiful as this 
one is. 
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GETTING AROUND 
THE GARDEN 

Paths are how we navigate the  
yard and get to the different areas 
for rest or play. Here are Stacie’s  
tips for making pathways a seam-
less addition. 

A path for your purposes  
Stacie wanted a path she could walk 
on in socks or slippers. This one is 
made of smooth stone pavers and 
now surrounds the house. It started 
small and grew over the years as  
she could afford more pavers. 

Long-blooming beauties  
Plants with an extended bloom time 
keep the path beautiful all season. 
Here are Stacie’s favorites: 
• Catmint Nepeta racemosa  
  ‘Walker’s Low’
• Geum Geum hybrids 
•  Lady’s mantle Alchemilla mollis 

Use silver or blue gray  
Always add some silver foliage plants, 
such as this sun rose (Helianthemum 
‘Henfield Brilliant’), around your  
patio or path. It’s a great color for 
connecting the garden to the gray 
tones of the stone or concrete.

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

Geum

Catmint

Lady’s 
mantle

Sun rose
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‘Westerland’ 
rose

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

 TAKE A SEAT
There are several seating areas in this 
yard so no matter where you wander, 
there’s a spot to sit in comfort any time 
of the day or year. 

QUIET CUPPA Stacie grabs her cup 
of coffee in the morning and heads 
outdoors along with her cat to stroll the 
path around the house. She usually ends 
up in the spot above—an intimate side 
yard patio on the west side of the house. 
It’s cool here that time of day and is 
a peaceful spot to sip the coffee and 
watch the cat play. 

 
CONTAINER CARE These containers 
of succulents can take winter’s cold, 
but they don’t like the extra moisture 
then. So they get pushed under the 
eaves in winter.

 
ADD SOME PUNCH Stacie chose a bright red umbrella for the patio.  
It adds a pop of color and drama year-round. Chair cushions and even  
a few of the container flowers echo this hue, providing a unifying  
accent throughout. 

 The rose on the fence is ‘Westerland’, 
a repeat-blooming shrub rose with 
fragrant 4- to 5-in. blooms. What better  
way to enjoy its spicy scent than comfort-
ably seated on the patio? This popular 
heirloom rose is cold-hardy in USDA 
zones 5 to 9 and grows 6 to 10 ft. tall. 

TAKE A LOOK INSIDE & OUT  
Those gorgeous mixed borders you 
saw earlier are easy to enjoy from the 
backyard patio above right. But not all 
the great views are visible from only 
outside—those big living room windows 

are the perfect place to watch this yard’s 
four-season show. That’s why Stacie 
kept the small seating area next to the 
big patio at lawn level—the furniture 
doesn’t block the view of the border 
from indoors.  

WINTER WARMTH Stacie and her 
husband take advantage of their south-
facing entry area at right in winter to sit 
outside in the yellow Adirondack chairs 
and eat lunch. The sun is lower this time 
of year so easily warms this spot in the 
afternoon. And all the reflected heat 

from the patio keeps them comfortable 
even when temperatures are hovering 
around 30 degrees F. 
 If you can’t sit outside all winter, 
extend your season of enjoyment by 
moving a chair out of the shade and into 
the sun as the weather cools. That way 
you can take full advantage of all the 
beauty your home retreat has to offer 
any time of year. 

EASY PRUNING Stacie keeps  
this vigorous rose from taking over 
the fence by giving it a hard prune 
in late winter. Using hedge shears, 
she cuts it back to within 3 ft. of 
the ground, giving it a mounded 
shape. It blooms beautifully the 
following summer.
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